MEN OF POWER
revenge James goes about Boston and blackballs Ben-
jamin among the other printers so that he is unable to
secure employment with any of them. In this crisis
Benjamin resolves to strike out for himself. Selling
his precious books to raise passage money, he goes to
New York. (New York in those days was smaller
than Boston and had only one print shop and no book-
store. ) After fruitless search for work there he hears
of a possible opening in Phidadelphia and again em-
barks, hoping to reach that city before his funds are
entirely exhausted.
He is embarking on trouble. The vessel on which he
sails is a "crazy old boat with rotten sails, manned by
only one boatman." A storm besets it before it has
crossed New York Bay; the only other passenger, a
drunken Dutchman, falls overboard, and Benjamin
rescues him. For thirty hours without food or sleep
they toss on turbulent waves before they finally reach
Amboy, New Jersey. There Benjamin, bedraggled and
half sick, sets out on foot to walk the fifty miles to
Philadelphia. Heavy rains delay him so that the
journey takes three days. The last part of it he makes
by another boat in which he helps at the rowing.
Arriving in Philadelphia, weary, footsore, dis-
heartened, and with only a Dutch dollar to his name, he
is a sorry spectacle. His only extra clothing is stuffed
into the pockets of his shabby suit. He is hungry, too,
and knows nowhere to go, for it is Sunday morning
and all places of employment are dosed. Now comes
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